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HOW | MET MY WIFE (AND WHY | KNEW
EARLY THIS COULD BE FOREVER) #£&

When | first moved to Tampa after graduating from law
school, | didn't know many people. | was new to the city,
new to my career, and focused on building a life from the
ground up.

Not long after | arrived, | received a phone call that caught
me completely off guard. An aunt | had lost touch with
years earlier called to say she was going to be in town and
wanted to take me out to dinner so | could meet her son—
my cousin—who also lived in Tampa.

That immediately struck me as strange. | knew my cousins
back home in Maine, and they were at least ten years
younger than me. There was no way they had already
moved to Florida. As it turns out, my aunt had remarried,
and she was referring to her stepson.

We met for dinner, and it didn't take long for us to hit it off.
He was also a lawyer and was getting ready to go back to
school to earn a master's degree in estate planning. At the
end of the night, he mentioned that his co-ed softball team
was throwing him a going-away party and invited me to
come along. | said yes.

That decision changed my life.

At that party, he introduced me to a young teacher who
played second base on his softball team. We talked, we
connected, and before the night was over, | asked for her
phone number. She gave it to me, and a few days later |
called and asked her out.
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My plan was simple: dinner and a movie. = ,

On the morning of our first date, she called me—and |
immediately assumed she was calling to cancel. Instead,
she told me her friends had secured tickets to the
University of South Florida's football game. Not just any
game, but the first game in the history of the program. She
wanted to know if I'd be okay changing our plans.

| love sports, so | was thrilled. But more than that,
something clicked for me in that moment. She would rather
go to a football game than stick to the standard dinner-
and-a-movie date. | remember thinking, this could actually
work.

It was early—but sometimes you just know.

That was 29 years ago.

Today, we're still married, and we have three
children.

Looking back, it's amazing how one unexpected phone
call, one dinner, and one willingness to say “yes” set
everything else in motion.

February is a month we associate with love, but real love
isn’'t just about grand gestures. Sometimes it starts with
showing up, staying open, and being willing to change the
plan. I'm grateful every day that | did.

-Don Golden
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Meet the Team
Clare Sullivan

We're excited to introduce Clare Sullivan, the newest associate attorney at The Golden Law Group
who brings a thoughtful, collaborative approach to her work and a strong background in estate
planning. Though she's been with the firm just over a month, Clare already plays an important
role in supporting clients as they move through complex legal matters.

Clare handles Chapter 7 bankruptcy cases, civil creditor claims, solar panel adversary proceedings,
and student loan adversaries. As the firm continues to grow, she is also assisting clients with
simple estate planning services, helping individuals and families put essential protections in
place and gain peace of mind about the future.

What Clare enjoys most about working at The Golden Law Group is the team-oriented
environment. She appreciates the open communication and collaboration among attorneys and

i staff, noting that everyone works closely together to ensure clients receive the best possible
support throughout their case.

Before joining the firm, Clare worked at a practice focused heavily on estate planning, probate, and trust administration. That
experience shaped her understanding of how critical clear planning can be, especially during unexpected or emotionally
difficult moments. She values helping clients make informed decisions and ensuring their wishes are clearly documented and
respected.

Outside of work, Clare loves to travel and is always thinking about her next destination. She enjoys attending local sporting
events, spending time at the beach, and unwinding with her favorite music. While she listens to a lot of country, she's also a big
Harry Styles fan and recently scored tickets to one of his shows.

Clare is grateful to be part of The Golden Law Group and is excited to continue growing with the firm. We're thankful to have
her on our team and for the care, knowledge, and dedication she brings to the clients we serve every day.

Hear From Our Clients Creamy Tuscan

A AR RN Chicken

Why we love it:

Chicken thighs are affordable, flavorful, and hard to overcook—making this the
perfect “special but practical” meal for a cozy night at home.

Don Golden and his team set the standard for
excellence in their industry.

His team is not only highly skilled but also genuinely INGREDIENTS:

committed to delivering outstanding results. If 6 bone-in or boneless chicken  « % cup sun-dried tomatoes,

you're looking for a law firm that values integrity thighs, skin on or off chopped
e Salt and black pepper, to taste ¢ 1 cup chicken broth

and honesty, | wholeheartedly recommend Don )

) ¢ 1 teaspoon garlic powder e 1 cup heavy cream

and his team. « 1 teaspoon Italian seasoning e 1 cup grated Parmesan cheese

e 2 tablespoons olive oil e 1to 2 cups fresh baby spinach
-Rocky @ e 3104 cloves garlic, minced e Optional: red pepper flakes

DIRECTIONS:

Season the chicken with salt, pepper, garlic powder, and Italian
seasoning. Heat olive oil in a skillet over medium-high heat and sear the
chicken until golden, then remove. Lower heat, sauté garlic and sun-
dried tomatoes briefly, then add chicken broth, cream, and Parmesan
and simmer until slightly thickened. Stir in spinach until wilted, return
chicken to the pan, and simmer until cooked through. Adjust seasoning
and add red pepper flakes if desired.
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Protecting the Ones You Love: Why an

Estate Plan Is an Act of Love

The Golden Rules Of Financial Freedom

When we think about protecting the
people we love, we usually think about
providing for them financially—paying the
bills, keeping a roof over their heads, and
making sure they're taken care of day to
day.

But there's another form of protection
that often gets delayed or overlooked:
having a basic estate plan in place.

Estate planning isn't about wealth. It's
about clarity, control, and peace of
mind—especially for the people you care
about most. At a minimum, a solid estate
plan answers one critical question: if
something happened to me, would the
people | love know exactly what to do?
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A basic estate plan doesn't have to be
complicated. For most families, it starts
with a few key documents.

A Will
Your will allows you to state who should
receive your assets and who will carry out

For Your
Referrals

We're incredibly grateful to our clients and referral
partners who continue to trust us and spread the word.

Last month, we received 18 referrals —

14 from clients
« 4 from other attorneys

your wishes. Without one, those decisions
are left to the court.

Power of Attorney

This document names someone you trust
to handle financial and legal matters if
you're unable to do so yourself, helping
keep things running smoothly.

Living Will

A living will outlines your wishes
regarding life-sustaining medical
treatment, easing uncertainty during

difficult moments.

Designation of Health Care Surrogate
This names the person who can make
medical decisions on your behalf if you
can't speak for yourself, ensuring your
care aligns with your values.

Your estate planning needs may vary, so
it's important to consult with an attorney
to determine the best approach for your
goals.
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Your support helps us reach and assist more people who need
guidance and relief. Thank you for being part of our mission!

If you have minor children, naming a
guardian is one of the most important
parts of an estate plan. Without it, a judge
who doesn't know your family or values
will decide who raises your children.

Naming a guardian allows you to choose
someone who shares your values, avoid
family conflict, and provide stability for
your children. This isn't a decision to put
off—it's one of the most loving things you
can do as a parent.

Why This Matters

Many people wait to create an estate plan
until they feel financially settled, but
rebuilding your financial life is actually the
perfect time to put these protections in
place.

You've already taken steps to protect your
future. An estate plan protects the people
who depend on you. Love isn't just about
today—it's about making sure the
people you care about are protected
tomorrow, no matter what.
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WI=ALTE OF WISDOM
“The best way to predict the future

is to create it.”

Protect Your Family.
Plan with Confidence.
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